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Abstract: 

This article shows how adoption within the Wadiyar dynasty helped preserve the continuity of the Mysore 

throne across more than six centuries of South Indian history. When a ruler had no biological heir, an adopted 

successor could protect the line of succession and prevent uncertainty over who would inherit royal authority. 

Adoption also carried a strong religious purpose. The chosen heir was expected to continue ancestral rites, 

honour family deities, and perform duties linked to the welfare of the dynasty and its people. These customs 

gave adoption meaning beyond private family law. They connected the royal household with established 

traditions, political rights, and public expectations. By accepting an adopted prince into the dynasty, the 

Wadiyars protected the family name, maintained court practices, and carried their legacy into a new 

generation. In this way, adoption linked legal recognition, sacred duty, and the survival of dynastic rule. 

 

1. Introduction: 

The Wadiyar kings of the Mysore Kingdom made monumental donations of land, funds, and infrastructure 

that catalyzed science, education, and industry in modern India. Their vision and leadership transformed 

Mysore into a center of learning and progressive thought during a critical period in the Indian subcontinent's 

history. The establishment of educational institutions was one of the most significant aspects of their 

contributions. They recognized the importance of education in empowering individuals and believed that a 

well-educated populace would drive the development of society as a whole. Prominent schools and colleges 

were founded under their patronage, fostering an environment rich in knowledge and innovation. The 

Wadiyars understood that education was not merely about rote learning but also about encouraging critical 

thinking and creativity. This approach attracted scholars and intellectuals to Mysore, further enhancing its 

reputation as a hub for learning. In addition to education, the Wadiyars heavily invested in scientific research 

and industrial development. They established laboratories and encouraged the pursuit of scientific inquiry, 

which led to significant advancements in various fields. Their commitment to improving agricultural 

productivity through research and the introduction of modern techniques helped boost the local economy and 

agricultural output. They also promoted industries such as silk weaving, printing, and others, which provided 

employment opportunities and stimulated local commerce. 

The Wadiyars’ focus on infrastructure was critical in facilitating these changes. They built roads, railways, 

and irrigation systems that connected remote areas to markets, increasing accessibility and reducing the 

isolation of rural communities. This development in infrastructure was vital for trade and commerce, allowing 

goods to move more efficiently and promoting economic stability in the region. Furthermore, the kings 

actively supported the arts and culture, recognizing that a well-rounded society included not just scientific 
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and industrial advancement but also artistic expression. This dedication encouraged a vibrant cultural scene 

that celebrated local traditions while embracing modern influences. As a result, Mysore flourished not only 

as a center of education and industry but also as a hub of artistic achievement. Overall, the Wadiyars’ 

contributions to the Mysore Kingdom had a lasting impact, laying the foundation for modern advancements 

in education, science, and industry in India. Their legacy can be seen in various institutions and practices that 

continue to thrive today, reflecting the progressive ideals they championed during their reign. Their 

multifaceted approach to development created a blueprint for progress that resonated beyond their time. 

 

2. Donations and Philanthropy 

• Indian Institute of Science (IISc): Maharaja Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV made a significant contribution 

to the development of education and research in India by donating over 370 acres of land along with 

substantial funds in Bengaluru. This generous act took place in 1909 when he supported Jamsetji Tata, a 

visionary industrialist renowned for his contributions to various sectors. The land and financial assistance 

provided by the Maharaja played a crucial role in the establishment of what would become one of India's 

leading research institutes. The context of this donation cannot be overlooked, as it highlights the collaborative 

efforts between the monarchy and the business sector during that era. Maharaja Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV, 

known for his progressive outlook and commitment to modernization, recognized the importance of scientific 

research and education. By aligning himself with Tata's ambitious plans to create a premier institution 

dedicated to these fields, he laid the groundwork for advances that would serve not just Bengaluru but the 

entire nation. In those early years of the 20th century, India was undergoing enormous transformations, and 

the establishment of institutions like the Tata Institute was essential for leading the country toward progress. 

The funding and resources that the Maharaja provided helped facilitate an environment where innovative 

ideas could flourish. This institute would attract brilliant minds dedicated to various disciplines, ranging from 

science and technology to social sciences. Furthermore, the support from the Maharaja extended beyond just 

land and money; it symbolized a partnership between traditional leadership and emerging industrialists, 

paving the way for future collaborations that would elevate the country’s educational standards. This 

relationship exemplified how royal patronage could catalyze significant advancements and encouraged a 

broader vision for Indian society's growth. As time progressed, the institute that Jamsetji Tata founded 

developed into a center of excellence, conducting groundbreaking research and becoming a beacon of hope 

for many aspiring scholars. The legacy of Maharaja Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV's philanthropy is still felt today, 

as the institution continues to thrive and adapt to the evolving demands of research and education. In 

conclusion, the collaboration exemplified by this donation reflects a critical moment in the evolution of higher 

education in India, showcasing how visionary leadership and financial backing can work together to foster 

innovation and knowledge that benefits society as a whole.  

 

• Central Food Technological Research Institute (CFTRI): Maharaja Jayachamaraja Wadiyar 

generously donated the palatial Cheluvambavilas Mansion along with its expansive 150-acre campus located 

in Mysuru. This remarkable gesture reflects the Maharaja's commitment to the community and his vision for 

the future of the region. The mansion itself is not merely an architectural marvel but also a symbol of the rich 

cultural history of Mysuru. Constructed in an exquisite style, Cheluvambavilas Mansion showcases a blend 

of traditional and contemporary Indian architectural elements. As one walks through its grand halls and 

spacious rooms, they are likely greeted by stunning artworks and intricate designs that tell the stories of the 

past. The spacious grounds surrounding the mansion add to its charm, featuring lush gardens and sprawling 

lawns that have been well-maintained over the years. The estate not only serves as a historical landmark but 

also as a green sanctuary amidst the bustling city. 
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The Maharaja's donation holds significant meaning in the context of preserving heritage. In a world where 

urbanization often leads to the neglect of historical sites, his act of giving such an estate speaks volumes about 

the importance of cultural conservation. With the generous donation of the Cheluvambavilas Mansion, the 

Maharaja aimed to create a space that could benefit the people of Mysuru, offering them a glimpse into their 

own heritage and artistic legacy. The large campus surrounding the mansion provides ample opportunities for 

various activities, ranging from cultural events to recreational spaces. Community gatherings and educational 

programs can flourish in such a setting, allowing residents and visitors alike to engage with their history and 

arts in meaningful ways. The ability to host festivals, exhibitions, and workshops here could enrich the cultural 

fabric of Mysuru, making it a vibrant hub of activity and creativity. 

Additionally, the donation enhances the potential for tourism in the region. Visitors from all over the world 

are drawn to the region’s rich history, vibrant culture, and stunning architecture. By preserving and promoting 

sites like the Cheluvambavilas Mansion, Mysuru can attract travelers interested in exploring its unique 

offerings, further boosting the local economy while educating others about its remarkable heritage. Overall, 

Maharaja Jayachamaraja Wadiyar’s donation of the Cheluvambavilas Mansion and its expansive campus 

serves as an enduring legacy that embodies his love for the city and its people. Through this generous act, the 

mansion remains a crucial part of Mysuru’s identity, connecting generations and preserving the memories of 

the past. 

 

• Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL): Maharaja Jayachamaraja Wadiyar played a pivotal role in 

the establishment of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) in Bengaluru by providing essential land and 

financial support. His contributions were crucial at a time when India was beginning to explore its capabilities 

in the aviation sector. The establishment of HAL marked a significant step towards self-reliance in aerospace 

and defense production for the nation. Jayachamaraja Wadiyar was not just a prominent figure in the royal 

family; he was a visionary leader who understood the importance of technological advancement for India’s 

growth. By offering land for the company's operations, he facilitated a productive environment where 

innovation could thrive. His financial backing was instrumental in ensuring that the nascent organization had 

the resources needed to initiate its activities effectively. Bengaluru, known today as India's aerospace hub, 

owes much of its development in this sector to Wadiyar’s foresight. His initiative was crucial in establishing 

a foundation for what would eventually grow into one of the largest and most respected aerospace 

manufacturers in India. HAL has since expanded its capabilities and grown into a key player in the global 

aerospace industry. The Maharaja's legacy is not solely reflected in his contributions to HAL but also in the 

broader context of Karnataka's emergence as a center for technology and innovation. The support offered by 

Jayachamaraja Wadiyar was more than just material assistance; it represented a commitment to fostering a 

culture of ingenuity and self-sufficiency. This vision of investing in local infrastructure aligned with national 

interests and laid the groundwork for future advancements. His role exemplified how local leadership could 

contribute to national objectives, especially in areas like defense and technology. 

Bengaluru's transformation into an aerospace powerhouse was propelled by this early investment. Over the 

years, HAL has become synonymous with quality and reliability in aircraft manufacturing, contributing 

significantly to India's defense capabilities. The impact of Wadiyar’s support is felt even today, as HAL 

continues to produce various types of aircraft, helicopters, and other aviation components, thus playing a key 

role in not only meeting national security needs but also in participating in international markets. This 

historical significance has rooted HAL firmly in the narrative of India’s development in aviation, showcasing 

the lasting impact of visionary leaders like Maharaja Jayachamaraja Wadiyar.  

 

• Temples and Heritage: The royal family continued centuries-old traditions of generous religious 

patronage, such as Rajamata Pramoda Devi Wadiyar gifting giant-sized silver lamps to the Tirumala Tirupati 
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temple. This practice of supporting religious institutions was not merely a matter of charity; it was deeply 

rooted in the cultural and social fabric of the region. The royal family believed that their contributions helped 

to uphold spiritual values and strengthened the connection between the monarchy and the people they served. 

The gifting of these large silver lamps, which were both magnificent in appearance and costly, symbolized 

their devotion and the importance they placed on these sacred places. 

The Tirumala Tirupati temple itself has long been regarded as one of the most significant pilgrimage sites in 

India. The temple attracts millions of devotees each year, who come to seek the blessings of Lord 

Venkateswara, an incarnation of the Hindu god Vishnu. The ornate decorations and the offering of lavish gifts 

have become an integral part of the temple’s allure, drawing pilgrims from far and wide. Rajamata Pramoda 

Devi Wadiyar's contributions, particularly the striking silver lamps, were not just beautiful works of art; they 

enhanced the spiritual ambiance of the temple, creating a more vibrant environment for worship. 

Additionally, the act of gifting these lamps also served to reinforce the royal family's status and prestige. It 

was a visible demonstration of their wealth, commitment to cultural values, and their role as custodians of the 

faith. Such acts were seen as fulfilling a duty, ensuring that the religious institutions thrived and maintained 

their significance in society. Over time, these contributions have become part of a larger narrative that 

celebrates the interplay between royalty and religion, highlighting how the two have often supported and 

enriched one another throughout history. 

As important as the physical gifts were, they also fostered a sense of continuity and tradition. Each act of 

generosity was a way of preserving cultural heritage and showing respect for historical customs. Families and 

communities celebrated these gestures, integrating them into their own practices and rituals. This mutual 

respect between the royal family and their subjects exemplified how cultural identity can be strengthened 

through shared values and actions, fostering unity. 

Through their patronage, the royal family not only maintained their relevance in a changing world but also 

contributed to an enduring legacy that celebrated the rich spiritual heritage of the region. The grand silver 

lamps gifted to the Tirumala Tirupati temple stand as a lasting testament to this admirable tradition and the 

royal family's commitment to supporting the spiritual and cultural life of their community through the ages. 

 

3. Social and Educational Endowments 

• Educational Expansion: Under Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV, the state took significant strides in 

advancing education by funding the creation of thousands of primary schools throughout the region. This 

initiative aimed to increase literacy among the population and ensure that children from various backgrounds 

received an education. The establishment of these primary schools not only provided basic education in 

reading, writing, and arithmetic but also contributed to a broader understanding of social and civic 

responsibilities. Many of these schools were set up in rural areas where access to education was scarce, 

reflecting a commitment to promoting inclusivity and equal opportunities for all children, regardless of their 

socioeconomic status. 

In addition to the primary schools, Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV also played a crucial role in higher education by 

supporting the establishment of the University of Mysore in 1916. This university marked a landmark 

achievement in the region’s educational landscape, as it was the first university in the state of Karnataka. 

Founded with the intention of fostering advanced learning and research, the institution became a center for 

higher education and attracted students from various parts of India. The university began offering an array of 

courses across different fields, including the arts, sciences, engineering, and humanities, thereby catering to a 

diverse range of academic interests. The establishment of the University of Mysore not only provided higher 

education opportunities but also stimulated economic and cultural development in the region. As the 

university flourished, it attracted scholars, researchers, and intellectuals, contributing to a vibrant academic 
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community that fostered innovation and critical thinking. This environment encouraged students to engage 

with contemporary issues and develop solutions, preparing them to contribute meaningfully to society. 

Moreover, the investments made in education during the reign of Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV had a lasting impact 

on the social fabric of the state. By prioritizing education, he paved the way for future generations to aspire 

for knowledge and skills that would empower them in various aspects of life. The initiatives aimed at 

expanding the educational infrastructure not only enriched the lives of individuals but also fostered a sense of 

community pride and identity. Through these efforts, Krishnaraja Wadiyar IV's legacy in education continued 

to resonate long after his reign, influencing policies and practices in the region for years to come. The focus 

on education as a catalyst for social progress and development was a forward-thinking approach that 

underscored the importance of making education accessible to all. 

 

• Healthcare Facilities: The royal family has played a significant role in the advancement of healthcare 

in their region by funding specialized medical centers. Among these facilities is the Minto Eye Hospital, 

which is dedicated to providing comprehensive eye care services to the community. Through a range of 

programs, the hospital offers consultations, diagnostic tests, therapeutic interventions, and surgical 

procedures. The facility is equipped with modern technology and staffed by qualified healthcare professionals 

who are committed to delivering exceptional care. They not only address basic eye health concerns but also 

complex conditions requiring specialized attention.  In addition to the Minto Eye Hospital, the family has also 

supported the establishment of the Vani Vilas Women and Children’s Hospital. This institution is recognized 

for its dedication to maternal and child health, providing a safe environment for expectant mothers and their 

newborns. Services offered include prenatal care, delivery services, and postnatal support, all aimed at 

ensuring the health and well-being of both mothers and infants. The hospital also extends its services to 

pediatric care, addressing the specific medical needs of children from infancy through adolescence. By 

investing in these specialized hospitals, the royal family has not only contributed to the physical health of 

individuals in the community but has also fostered a sense of trust and partnership between healthcare 

providers and the public. The existence of such well-funded medical facilities ensures that residents have 

access to quality healthcare services without needing to travel great distances. This accessibility is especially 

critical in underprivileged areas where people may face financial or logistical barriers to receiving medical 

attention. 

Moreover, these hospitals often engage in community outreach programs that educate the public about 

important health issues. They conduct awareness campaigns focused on eye care and maternal health, teaching 

the community preventive measures and the importance of seeking care early. The royal family's support has 

thus extended beyond financial contributions, influencing a cultural shift towards valuing health and wellness. 

The initiative also inspires future generations of healthcare professionals. By establishing state-of-the-art 

facilities and supporting current and aspiring medical practitioners, the royal family's efforts contribute to the 

overall enhancement of medical education and services in the region. There is a growing body of future 

healthcare workers who are motivated to pursue careers in medicine, driven by the commitment to serve and 

uplift their communities. 

 

4. Conclusion: 

Ultimately, adoption in the royal house of Mysore was far more than a response to a mythological curse or a 

break in biological succession. It became a recognised means of protecting the dynasty when a ruler had no 

suitable biological heir. Through adoption, the court could name a successor, preserve royal rituals and 

maintain the continuity of the Wadiyar line. This gave the kingdom a clear centre of authority during periods 

when an uncertain succession might otherwise have caused conflict or weakened the position of the ruling 

family. The practice also carried legal and political weight. An adopted heir could inherit the duties, titles and 
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customs linked to the royal house, subject to acceptance by the court and, during the period of British 

influence, by the colonial authorities. Adoption therefore connected family law with wider questions of 

government. It helped Mysore retain a recognised ruling line while the nature of its political power changed. 

The dynasty first governed as an independent royal house, later operated under British protection through 

subordinate alliances, and eventually continued as a ceremonial institution after Indian independence. That 

change reduced the ruler's direct political authority, but it did not erase the value of dynastic succession. The 

adoption of an heir allowed the family to maintain its public identity, ancestral practices and links with 

Mysore's history. Ceremonies, religious duties, royal properties and cultural responsibilities could continue 

under a recognised head of the house. Each succession also reassured supporters that the dynasty had not 

ended simply because biological inheritance had failed. Across more than six centuries, adoption therefore 

worked as an institutional means of survival. It protected the royal line during moments of political uncertainty 

and enabled the dynasty to adjust to major changes in India's political order. The practice preserved continuity 

even when sovereignty, legal status and public duties were transformed. 
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