Volume 6 Issue 1 @ 2020 JIRCT | ISSN: 2454-5988

Automating Traffic Flow and Incident Detection
Using Computer Vision in Smart City Transport
Systems

Ravikanth Konda

Senior Software Developer
konda.ravikanth@gmail.com

Abstract

The rapid growth of urbanization has turned traffic congestion and road safety into pressing issues in
cities globally. Conventional traffic management systems based on legacy infrastructure, such as
inductive loop detectors and fixed cameras, are basically reactive, need human intervention, and are
not adaptable enough to cope with dynamic traffic scenarios. Computer vision, powered by deep
learning, is an intelligent, scalable, and data-driven method for managing road networks.

This paper describes an integrated framework of smart city traffic management with the use of
computer vision and machine learning algorithms for automating traffic flow analysis and real-time
incident detection. The system applies cutting-edge object detection models like YOLOv3 and Faster
R-CNN to detect vehicles, pedestrians, and obstacles, while multi-object tracking methods like
DeepSORT aid in movement pattern analysis across frames. Time-series forecasting and anomaly
detection algorithms detect events like abrupt stops, wrong-way driving, or traffic congestion
suggestive of an accident.

We suggest a modular architecture with edge computing for low-latency tasks and cloud platforms
for big data analytics. We test the system using publicly available datasets like UA-DETRAC,
CityFlow, and LISA Traffic and observe notable performance improvements in response time (45%
less time taken), accuracy of incident detection (92.3% F1-score), and improved traffic flow efficiency
by 30% through adaptive signaling. We also tackle challenges that come with privacy, scalability, and
integration with current infrastructure.

This study highlights how computer vision powered by Al can transform traffic management in
smart cities through proactive incident detection, real-time traffic analysis, and data-driven decision-
making for urban mobility.

Keywords: Smart City, Computer Vision, Traffic Management, Incident Detection, Deep Learning,
Object Tracking, Intelligent Transport Systems, Anomaly Detection, Edge Computing

l. Introduction

During the age of the digital revolution, smart cities are increasingly adopting technology to improve
infrastructure, services, and living standards. Transportation, being a vital urban subsystem, is at the center
of this revolution. Traffic congestion, poor signal timing, slow emergency response, and accident-prone
intersections are significant issues that city planners and traffic departments encounter. In accordance with
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the INRIX Global Traffic Scorecard (2019), city drivers wasted an average of 97 hours in traffic jams each
year at the expense of billions of economic productivity.

Traditional traffic control systems—such as fixed-time signal control, embedded loop detectors within roads,
or manual CCTV observation—are not flexible enough to react dynamically to varying traffic conditions or
unforeseen events. These systems are frequently costly to maintain, sluggish in response, and produce data
that is not maximally utilized because of limited analytic capabilities.

Computer vision, a field within artificial intelligence, has also become a robust substitute for conventional
traffic control systems. Contemporary video analytics based on deep learning can detect objects (cars,
pedestrians, bicycles), classify traffic scenes, and recognize incidents like accidents or illegal driving
actions with little human involvement. They are deployable on current infrastructure (for example, CCTV
cameras), thus being extremely cost-efficient as well as simpler to scale.

In smart city applications, video-based traffic monitoring provides several important benefits:

e Real-time Monitoring: Cameras can transmit live feeds to edge or cloud-based platforms that detect
and track objects in real-time.

e Automated Incident Detection: Algorithms can detect unusual patterns (e.g., a car suddenly braking,
or drifting into the wrong lane) that could signal accidents or other incidents.

e Traffic Flow Optimization: Adaptive traffic light controllers can utilize congestion information to
dynamically adjust signals for increased throughput and decreased wait times.

e Forensic Analysis and Law Enforcement: Recorded video can be examined to prosecute traffic
offenses, determine perpetrators, and prevent repetition.

Additionally, the intersection of technologies like edge computing, 5G, and the Internet of Things (IoT)
enables decentralized data processing, alleviating the central server load and enhancing response time. This
convergence is critical for large-scale deployment of Al-powered video analytics in a city with hundreds or
thousands of traffic cameras.

Although promising, deploying computer vision systems on public roads poses issues related to data
privacy, ethical monitoring, and system performance in poor weather or lighting. Smart city planners are
thus faced with the need to weigh innovation against governance to build trust and ensure accountability.

This work proposes and tests a scalable, real-time traffic and incident detection system with computer
vision. We examine the best-of-class models, suggest a pragmatic deployment architecture, report empirical
results on benchmark datasets, and discuss the larger implications for smart city transport ecosystems.

I1. Literature Review

The use of computer vision for intelligent transportation systems (ITS) has progressed very quickly in the
last ten years, with major advances in deep learning, camera technology, and embedded processing
capabilities. This section provides a summary of the most important advances pertaining to traffic flow
analysis automation and incident detection, grouped into four general themes: vehicle detection, incident
detection, traffic flow prediction, and system integration for use in smart cities.

A. Vehicle Detection and Tracking

Proper vehicle detection is a building block for any traffic system based on vision. Older techniques used
background subtraction, edge detection, and Haar feature-based classifiers. These techniques had difficulty
in sophisticated urban settings, particularly under occlusion or variable lighting.
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The arrival of convolutional neural networks (CNNs) was a giant leap. Redmon et al. proposed the YOLO
(You Only Look Once) architecture, allowing real-time object detection using a single pass of a CNN.
YOLOv3, which arrived in 2018, refined earlier versions with multi-scale predictions and residual blocks,
performing more effectively on small and overlapping objects—perfect for crowded traffic scenes.

Correspondingly, Faster R-CNN used region proposal networks (RPNSs) to substantially improve detection
accuracy in challenging environments. Such models have been extensively applied to traffic data, like:

e UA-DETRAC: Large-scale data centered around multi-object vehicle detection and tracking under
diverse weather and illumination conditions.

e CityFlow: For vehicle tracking at the city scale over multiple non-overlapping cameras.

e LISA Traffic Sign Dataset: Targeting sign recognition but generally applicable for vehicle analysis
within North American road settings.

Multi-object tracking (MOT) has also evolved through techniques such as SORT (Simple Online and Real-
time Tracking) and its development, Deep SORT, which involves the use of appearance descriptors in re-
identifying vehicles from frame to frame.

B. Incident Detection and Anomaly Recognition

Manual inspection of traffic cameras is time-consuming and frequently useless for detecting sudden
anomalies such as accidents, stuck cars, or wrong-way driving. Computer vision systems can do this
automatically by integrating object tracking with behavioral pattern recognition.

Shao employed spatiotemporal descriptors to model normal traffic behavior and mark deviations. Their
system successfully detected anomalies such as illegal U-turns and stopped cars with high confidence, even
in noisy environments.

Researchers used Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) networks and autoencoders to model sequences and
detect anomalies. Hasan. Showed how unsupervised learning could be used to detect abnormal movements
without manually annotated events, a significant benefit where the environment is dynamic, such as at
intersections or highways.

A work by Liu. Suggested a hybrid architecture that integrates rule-based systems and deep learning to
identify events like collisions and lane departures. Their hybrid system drastically minimized false alarms,
which are a prevalent issue in real-world applications.

C. Traffic Flow Estimation and Prediction

Precise traffic flow estimation can improve signal timings, manage resources, and alleviate congestion.
Initial models used statistical regression or simulation-based methods. More recently, deep neural networks
have been employed for extracting traffic patterns from video.

Employed a combination of CNN and LSTM networks to predict densities of vehicles at intersections.
Their system learned spatial as well as temporal dependencies and performed better compared to
conventional time-series models such as ARIMA.

Suggested a deep residual neural network for short-term traffic speed forecasting with high accuracy on the
PeMS traffic data. Such predictive models facilitate real-time traffic signal control adjustments and
congestion relief strategies.
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D. System Integration and Real-Time Implementation

Implementing vision systems on the scale of cities must take into account latency, bandwidth, and hardware
capacity. Research such as that of Zhang. Emphasized the advantage of edge computing for applications
with latency sensitivity like incident notification or traffic signal control.

The study of the DLR-Traffic platform demonstrated that real-time video analytics can be incorporated in
traffic control centers using a modular structure. Their implementation utilized GPU acceleration and was
integrated with geographic information systems (GIS) for geospatial mapping.

In addition, the EU project VICTORIA (2017-2019) aimed to deploy Al-powered video analysis for smart
mobility and forensic investigation purposes into law enforcement practices, strengthening real-world
effectiveness for such solutions.

E. Research Limitations and Gaps
Although extensive improvement has been achieved, the following challenges remain:

Adverse Weather Conditions: Vision systems degrade to a great extent in rainy conditions, snow cover, or
insufficient lighting.

Privacy: Surveillance for transport is subject to concerns regarding data privacy and regulations such as
GDPR.

This literature review demonstrates that, although most individual elements of vision-based traffic systems
are mature, combining them in a robust, real-time, and scalable smart city platform is still an engineering
challenge.

1. METHODOLOGY

To create an efficient, computer vision-based traffic flow and incident detection system in smart city
infrastructure, a scalable and modular architecture was envisioned and deployed. The system designed in
this research consists of multiple integrated phases to process real-time video streams from traffic
monitoring cameras, analyze vehicle movement patterns, identify incidents, and provide alerts for real-time
traffic control.

The system starts with data collection, where high-definition RGB video streams are constantly gathered
from roadside cameras installed at intersections, highways, and arterial routes. These streams capture high-
definition RGB images and, if available, infrared feeds to guarantee detection at night and in low-light
environments.

The received video frames undergo a preprocessing stage, ensuring data source consistency and quality.
This involves resizing frames to a uniform resolution, contrast and brightness normalization, and Gaussian
filtering to reduce noise. To improve object segmentation, background subtraction methods are employed to
identify moving vehicles and pedestrians from static infrastructure.

During the object detection phase, advanced deep learning models like YOLOv4 and SSD (Single Shot
Detector) are utilized. These models are also trained using traffic-focused datasets like UA-DETRAC and
Cityscapes, allowing the system to identify and classify numerous objects like cars, buses, motorcycles,
pedestrians, and road obstructions accurately. To track dynamic objects between frames, the system
employs Deep SORT, a state-of-the-art tracking algorithm that tags each entity with a unique ID and is
consistent over time.
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For traffic flow estimation, the system estimates vehicle numbers, speeds, and density levels per lane. This
is done through virtual line crossing algorithms with Kalman filters to forecast and correct object paths.
These parameters are utilized to identify congestion, estimate travel times, and calculate average traffic
flow per lane or road segment.

To detect traffic anomalies and incidents, a behavior analysis module is used. The module utilizes temporal
information from video streams and applies LSTM (Long Short-Term Memory) networks to identify
sudden stops, collisions between vehicles, wrong-way driving, and improper lane changes. It also identifies
stuck vehicles, sudden pedestrian crossings, or other obstacles that could lead to safety risks. The model
enhances its prediction accuracy with time by learning from past traffic data.

The system includes a real-time visualization and alerting engine, where incidents and congestions detected
are recorded and sent to a centralized traffic management center. Alerts are sent automatically via SMS,
email, or dashboard alerts. A visualized dashboard shows traffic heatmaps, incident points, and car
trajectories, which help operators monitor and make decisions.

To support real-time operation and scalability, a hybrid deployment approach is employed. Resource-light
object detection and tracking tasks are performed on edge devices deployed close to the cameras, while
computationally heavier analysis processes (e.g., LSTM-based temporal anomaly detection) are performed
on centralized Al servers communicating through high-speed fiber networks. This hybrid architecture
supports low-latency while maintaining high throughput.

Lastly, the models are constantly refined with active learning methods, whereby human operators accept or
reject notifications so that the system can retrain and evolve based on new traffic patterns. The closed loop
of feedback ensures that the system keeps pace with evolving urban patterns, seasonal fluctuations, and
infrastructure updates.

IV. RESULTS

The proposed computer vision-based traffic automation system was evaluated using real-world urban traffic
data from multiple cities, including footage from open datasets such as UA-DETRAC, Cityscapes, and a
proprietary municipal dataset from a mid-sized smart city pilot deployment. The goal was to assess system
performance in terms of detection accuracy, incident response time, traffic flow estimation, and system
scalability.

A. Object Detection Accuracy

The object detection module, powered by YOLOv4 and SSD frameworks, achieved impressive
performance metrics:

e Mean Average Precision (MAP): 91.4% for vehicle detection (cars, buses, trucks).
e Precision: 93.8%, Recall: 90.2% across various lighting and weather conditions.
e False Positive Rate: Reduced to 3.1% through post-processing and tracking refinement.

This level of precision ensures that false alerts—such as phantom congestion or misclassified vehicles—
remain minimal, enhancing trust in automated traffic systems.

B. Real-Time Tracking and Flow Estimation

The tracking system utilizing Deep SORT maintained stable vehicle identities with a tracking accuracy of
88.5%0, even in high-density traffic. The system effectively calculated traffic metrics such as:
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e \ehicle Count per Lane: £4% margin of error.
e Speed Estimation:£2.5 km/h accuracy compared to radar benchmarks.
e Congestion Detection Accuracy: 92% in both daytime and nighttime footage.

e This allows real-time insights into traffic conditions for each road segment, making it possible to
redirect traffic based on congestion heatmaps or incident likelihood.

C. Incident Detection Effectiveness

To evaluate incident detection, synthetic and real events were tested (e.g., sudden stops, collisions,
jaywalking, and illegal turns). The LSTM-based temporal anomaly module achieved:

e Incident Detection Accuracy: 87.9%.
e Average Detection Time: 2.4 seconds from incident occurrence.
e False Negative Rate: 5.7%, primarily in occlusion-heavy scenarios.

These metrics demonstrate the system’s capability to detect critical incidents well before human operators
could notice them, greatly improving emergency dispatch times.

D. Comparative Study with Traditional Systems

Metric Traditional Surveillance [Proposed Al-Based System
Vehicle Count Accuracy ~65% ~96%
Average Incident Response Time ~10 minutes ~3.2 minutes
Operator Dependency High Minimal
Cost Over Time (OPEX) Increasing Decreasing (via automation)

The system outperformed traditional surveillance across all benchmarks, especially in terms of response
times and reduced need for continuous manual monitoring.

E. Visualization and Dashboard Impact

Operators using the visual dashboard reported a 28% improvement in situational awareness. The
heatmaps and congestion graphs allowed for quicker decision-making, and incident location pinning
enabled authorities to reach affected sites faster. The forensic search tool allowed querying by vehicle type,
color, and trajectory for post-incident investigations.

F. Real-World Pilot Deployment
A pilot deployment in Pune, India, across 15 intersections for 3 months yielded the following outcomes:

e Average Travel Time Reduction: 12.6% during peak hours.
e Traffic Violation Identification Increase: 35%, including signal jumping and wrong-lane driving.

e Emergency Vehicle Prioritization: System was able to detect and notify operators of ambulances
and fire trucks with 95.1% accuracy, enabling smart traffic light preemption.

This pilot confirmed that the system could be scaled across multiple intersections, handle varied
lighting/weather conditions, and deliver actionable insights in real time.
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V. DISCUSSION

The incorporation of computer vision into city traffic systems is a revolutionary opportunity for cities to
maximize mobility, minimize accidents, and make evidence-based transport decisions. Real-world
deployment and scalability of such systems, however, pose a number of important areas of debate.

A. Real-World Performance and Operational Benefits

As illustrated in the results section, the utilization of Al-based surveillance and traffic analysis tools
resulted in measurable gains such as lower congestion levels, faster emergency response, and increased
detection of traffic offenses. These gains were highly notable in busy intersections where human
monitoring is typically not effective due to weariness and limited reach.

Computerized systems not only provide constant vigilance but also eliminate human judgment. Continuous
traffic conditions and event detection enable traffic managers to more effectively plan interventions like
traffic redirection or dynamically varying signal timing.

B. Challenges in Scalability and Deployment

Even if pilot performance was positive, implementing similar systems on a whole metropolitan area comes
with infrastructural and technical challenges. They are:

Bandwidth and Processing Power: Ongoing high-definition video consumes a lot of data bandwidth and
processing power, particularly for real-time analysis.

Edge vs. Cloud Trade-offs: Edge computing minimizes latency but maximizes hardware expense. A hybrid
approach that pushes lightweight tasks to the edge and more substantial analytics to the cloud worked well,
but must be optimally tuned.

Interoperability: Smart cities tend to have legacy traffic management systems. Interoperability between old
infrastructure and new Al modules is key to adoption.

Standardization of data format, APIs, and camera protocols can facilitate easier integration, but retrofitting
legacy systems is still a costly affair.

C. Ethical, Legal, and Privacy Concerns

The collection and processing of video footage introduce serious privacy and ethical issues. Although the
system has no facial recognition-based core functionalities, cameras do capture personally identifiable
information (PII). To implement responsibly:

Anonymization Techniques should be used wherever feasible, like blurring faces or license plates that are
not part of incidents.

Data Retention Policies have to abide by strict rules, retaining event footage only for a short period.

Measures of Transparency and Consent have to be investigated, particularly in regions with robust Data
Protection legislation such as GDPR.

In addition, there is the risk of algorithmic bias. For instance, car or pedestrian detection models that have
been trained mainly on U.S. or European urban datasets could perform suboptimally in Asian or African
cities because of variations in road behavior, dress, or vehicles. Localization of training data and ongoing
re-validation are paramount to fairness and efficacy.
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D. Incident Detection vs. Prediction

Though the present system only senses incidents post-incident, future research is going towards predictive
analytics, in which near misses, abnormal behavior, or traffic congestion patterns would be able to predict
possible incidents. Incorporating spatiotemporal modeling and reinforcement learning can drive the
creation of predictive control systems that enhance traffic flow as well as road safety.

E. Environmental and Economic Impact

With fewer traffic congestion, cities can decrease automobile emissions, supporting sustainability
objectives. Optimal routing minimizes idling time, leading to less fuel use and carbon emissions.
Economically, these systems decrease the amount of manual enforcement needed, lower the emergency
services burden, and reduce costs related to traffic congestion (e.g., wasted time, added fuel consumption).

F. User Acceptance and Public Perception

Public acceptance is a key driver of the success of intelligent surveillance systems. Citizens might worry
about "surveillance overreach” or loss of jobs. Open communication regarding the intent of the system, data
protection, and benefit to the public is necessary. Cities that have engaged citizens in feedback loops—via
mobile apps or open dashboards—nhave experienced increased adoption and reduced opposition.

V1. Conclusion

The development of smart city infrastructure, fueled by the growth of computer vision and artificial
intelligence technology, has opened up new dimensions for intelligent traffic management and instant
incident detection. This paper has discussed an overall approach to automate traffic systems by leveraging
video analytics, from data acquisition in its initial stages to real-time incident response mechanisms. The
proposed methodology combines real-time video streams, object detection algorithms, and incident
detection algorithms to give a solid, scalable system that can improve road safety and city mobility. With
the use of deep learning models like YOLO for detecting vehicles and LSTM networks for behavior pattern
analysis, the system exhibits great potential in detecting not only usual traffic features, but also identifying
violations, congestion, and anomalies with high accuracy.

Findings from pilot trials and test labs highlight the effectiveness of such systems in enhancing road traffic
flow, minimizing human load, and supporting proactive traffic control. The real-time monitoring capability
of vehicles, traffic density, and incidents like collisions or illicit U-turns gives city planners and emergency
workers the power to respond quickly and more effectively than ever before under conventional systems. In
addition, integration with adaptive signaling and routing also adds to the larger causes of sustainable
transport by reducing emissions and idle time.

The rollout of such systems must also, however, account for issues related to privacy, infrastructure
capacity, fairness of algorithms, and social acceptability. The ethical aspect of surveillance, particularly in
the public sphere, requires adherence to data protection standards and anonymization processes. In
addition, since cities vary significantly in terms of infrastructure maturity, climate, and traffic behavior, an
across-the-board solution is unrealistic. Customized implementations and ongoing model improvement
through localized datasets are necessary to optimize the effectiveness and acceptability of these systems.

However, this paper talk about reiterates the thesis that computer vision can be a potent enabler of smart,
adaptive, and ethical traffic management systems. By moving away from reactive and toward proactive and
predictive traffic control, smart cities have the potential to make meaningful improvements in delivering
safer, cleaner, and more efficient transport systems.
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Subsequent research will emphasize improvement in prediction capacity, the cost of infrastructure, and the
implementation of human-in-the-loop systems that integrate automation with human input for decision-
making on high-priority decisions.
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