
Volume 6 Issue 5                                                          @ 2020 IJIRCT | ISSN: 2454-5988 

 

IJIRCT2412051 International Journal of Innovative Research and Creative Technology (www.ijirct.org) 1 

 

Advancements in Electric Bicycle Technology: A 

Comprehensive Review of Systems, Monitoring, 

and Open Source Solutions 
 

Parth Chandak 

parth.chandak02@gmail.com 

Abstract 

This comprehensive review examines recent developments in electric bicycle (e-bike) technology, 

focusing on monitoring systems, power assistance algorithms, and open-source solutions. The paper 

looks at how simple speed and battery indicators have changed over time to more complex real-time 

tracking systems. It stresses how important it is for battery management, motor control, and 

intelligent power-assist algorithms to keep improving. Particular attention is given to open-source and 

open-hardware implementations, such as the Smart E-bike Monitoring System (SEMS), which have 

transformed data collection and analysis capabilities. The review explores the transformative effects 

of IoT integration, such as real-time data transmission and enhanced system interconnectivity, along 

with biometric monitoring for improved user interaction and safety. It also discusses the technical 

difficulties in integrating these systems and the need to address safety standards. The synthesis of 

findings demonstrates how e-bikes, through continued technological advancement and improved 

monitoring capabilities, are becoming an increasingly viable solution for sustainable urban mobility. 

At the end of the paper, it talks about possible areas for future research. These include better battery 

monitoring systems, smarter controllers, and more advanced ways to combine sensors, all of which 

could help e-bike technology get even better. 
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Introduction 

Electrically assisted bicycles (e-bikes) represent a rapidly growing segment in the mobility solutions market, 

addressing the critical need for sustainable and efficient transportation in urban and semi-urban 

environments. E-bikes integrate electric motors and battery systems with traditional pedal-driven bicycles to 

reduce physical exertion, enhance riding efficiency, and provide a practical alternative to motor vehicles [7]. 

This blend of technology and functionality matches with global goals for reducing vehicular emissions and 

promoting eco-friendly transport options. 

 

The development of e-bike monitoring systems has progressed a lot, from basic speed and battery indicators 

to sophisticated real-time tracking systems. The Smart E-bike Monitoring System (SEMS) represents a 

major breakthrough in monitoring systems by utilizing open-source solutions to collect and analyze usage 

patterns and performance metrics in real time, enabling better system optimization and sustainability [5]. 
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Our understanding of e-bike use in real-world conditions has improved due to this evolution in monitoring 

capability, which has also contributed to improved system designs. 

 

The evolution of e-bike technology has been particularly marked by the emergence of open-source 

technologies, which have transformed how e-bike monitoring systems operate. These systems offer 

enhanced connectivity and user interactions while presenting various implementation challenges. For 

instance, the Smart E-Bike Monitoring System (SEMS) demonstrates how open-source platforms, combined 

with IoT-enabled real-time data, can advance sustainable urban transportation by providing actionable 

observations into usage and system performance [5]. It also shows how important it is to have strong 

evaluation methods to make sure that the system works well for all kinds of users [8]. With the rise in e-bike 

usage, it is crucial to examine their environmental benefits alongside the interplay between emerging 

technologies, user behavior, and the evolving design considerations that ensure comfort and efficiency [6]. 

 

Overview of E-Bike Technology and Its Evolution 

The transformation of electric bicycles began with advancements in battery technology and electric motor 

efficiency, fundamentally altering their design and functionality. Early e-bikes utilized heavy lead-acid 

batteries and simple brushed motors, which limited their performance and appeal. The advent of lithium-ion 

batteries and brushless DC (BLDC) motors, coupled with intelligent motor controllers [2], brought 

significant improvements in: 

 

1. Energy density and efficiency: Lithium-ion batteries provide superior energy density, enabling longer 

ranges and efficient energy usage [6], [7]. 

2. Weight reduction: Lightweight battery designs and innovations in brushless DC (BLDC) motors have 

played a essential role in reducing the weight of e-bikes, improving their portability and user experience 

[2], [7]. 

3. Overall system performance: Intelligent motor controllers have optimized power delivery and energy 

efficiency, improving the overall system's functionality [3], [7]. 

4. Range and reliability: Regenerative braking and smart battery management systems have increased the 

range and reliability of e-bikes in real-world scenarios [3], [6]. 

 

These advancements in energy storage, motor efficiency, and control systems have driven broader adoption 

of e-bikes, as evidenced by the expanding market offerings that cater to diverse user needs and operational 

environments. Simultaneously, growing environmental consciousness has accelerated the integration of e-

bike technology into urban mobility solutions [7]. 
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Figure 1: The system architecture of a modern e-bike controller, showing how key parts like motor 

control, battery management, and user interface elements are put together (based on Figure 2 in [2]). 

 

Energy Storage Systems and Battery Management 

Energy storage systems are pivotal in determining the efficiency and range of e-bikes. Modern lithium-ion 

batteries, widely adopted due to their high energy density and durability, dominate the market [7]. Advanced 

battery management systems (BMS) make the best use of the state of charge (SOC). Tests show that these 

systems can manage battery life and performance well in real-life situations [6]. The integration of smart 

charging solutions and regenerative braking capabilities has further improved energy efficiency. 
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Comparative studies have shown that e-bike batteries work very differently, using between 4.8 and 16.7 

Wh/km of energy depending on the model and how it is used [7]. These variations emphasize the 

importance of proper battery system design and management for optimal performance. 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Battery system voltage characteristics over distance, demonstrating the relationship 

between energy consumption and range in e-bike applications. The linear voltage drop indicates 

consistent power delivery and efficient energy management (from Figure 4-1 in [4]). 

 

Intelligent Power-Assist Systems 

Robust disturbance observers and repetitive control techniques, which are intelligent power-assist 

algorithms, have revolutionized the use and adaptation of e-bikes, particularly in challenging conditions 

such as uphill riding [3]. Modern systems incorporate: 

 

1. Robust disturbance observers (DOB): DOB algorithms address environmental disturbances, making 

uphill riding as smooth as riding on flat terrain [3]. 

2. Repetitive control techniques: These compensate for fluctuations in pedaling torque, ensuring consistent 

velocity and acceleration profiles [3]. 

3. Adaptive assistance based on terrain: Intelligent systems dynamically adjust power delivery based on 

gradients and other terrain features [3]. 

4. User input optimization: Power-assist levels are fine-tuned to complement the rider's pedaling effort, 

reducing fatigue [3]. 

5. Environmental condition monitoring: Systems integrate sensors to monitor external conditions, 

enhancing safety and performance [3]. 

 

These algorithms work well to deal with problems in the environment and uneven human input, especially 

when things are hard, like when riding uphill [1]. 

 

Motor Control and Power Assistance 

The evolution of motor control systems has significantly enhanced e-bike performance and user experience. 

Modern controllers utilize sophisticated algorithms to optimize power delivery based on various factors, 

including: 

 

1. Pedal force and cadence: Advanced sensors and algorithms dynamically adjust motor assistance based 

on the rider's pedaling effort [2]. 
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2. Battery state of charge: Intelligent controllers manage energy use efficiently to maximize range and 

performance [6]. 

3. Terrain conditions: Adaptive algorithms optimize motor output depending on gradient and surface 

conditions [2]. 

4. User preferences: Customizable settings allow users to tailor the riding experience to their specific needs 

[1]. 

 

Using open-source development methods has greatly sped up the progress of these control systems, 

allowing for faster inventions and more people to get access to complex control solutions [5]. 

 

 
 

Figure 3: A more detailed look at how the motor control system works, showing how the power 

electronics, sensors, and control logic work together to make sure that power is delivered efficiently 

(from Figure 2-2 in [4]). 

 

Open Source and Hardware Solutions in E-Bike Systems 

Importance of Open Source and Open Hardware 

The development of e-bike technology has been significantly influenced by open-source and open-hardware 

principles, enhancing accessibility, collaboration, and innovation in monitoring systems. According to [5], 

the open-source model enables contributions from engineers and end users, improving data collection and 

analysis methods to better meet user needs. Open-source software tools like Python and PHPAdmin are 

integrated into modern e-bike systems, which improve: 

 

1. Data collection efficiency: Open-source platforms simplify data gathering and organization, making it 

accessible for researchers and developers [5]. 

2. Storage security: Secure and modular software designs allow for the robust handling of sensitive data 

[5]. 

3. Overall system operating effectiveness: Integration of real-time data processing frameworks enhances 

performance [5]. 

4. Real-time monitoring capabilities: Open hardware projects support live monitoring through modular 

sensor additions [5]. 
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Putting together open-source software and open-hardware projects, like SEMS, has greatly improved data 

collection, storage security, operational efficiency, and real-time monitoring. This has led to more 

innovation and teamwork in the e-bike development ecosystem [5]. 

 

Smart Monitoring Platforms 

Modern e-bike monitoring platforms represent a crucial advancement in urban mobility technology. Systems 

like SEMS demonstrate how real-time GPS tracking, sensor data collection, and wireless communication 

can be implemented through open-source and open-hardware solutions [5]. These platforms enable 

autonomous data collection without user intervention, providing valuable insights into usage patterns and 

system performance while maintaining user privacy. The flexibility of these platforms enables: 

 

1. Real-time data collection and analysis: GPS and sensor integrations facilitate seamless tracking and 

evaluation of e-bike activity [5]. 

2. Predictive maintenance alerts: Systems identify and flag potential issues before they affect performance, 

reducing downtime [6]. 

3. Energy management optimization: Intelligent algorithms optimize battery use based on terrain and rider 

input [6]. 

4. User behavior tracking: Behavioral data collection helps in customizing experiences and improving 

safety [1]. 

5. Performance analytics: Detailed analysis supports manufacturers and users in improving e-bike design 

and operation [5]. 
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Figure 4: Architecture of the Smart E-Bike Monitoring System (SEMS) showing data flow and system 

components for real-time monitoring and analysis (from Figure 4 in [5]). 

 

Real-Time Data Collection and Analysis 

The effectiveness of modern e-bike monitoring systems relies heavily on their ability to leverage real-time 

data collection and analysis. Through advanced sensors and communication technologies, these systems 

continuously monitor: 

 

1. Battery health and performance: Modern sensors track battery state-of-charge and performance metrics, 

ensuring optimal energy management [6]. 

2. Motor function and efficiency: Integrated controllers analyze motor performance and detect 

inefficiencies for corrective adjustments [2]. 

3. Rider behavior and preferences: [1] used data on user input, such as pedaling effort, to personalize the 

riding experience. 

4. Environmental conditions: External sensors monitor weather and terrain to optimize system 

functionality [5]. 

5. System diagnostics: Advanced diagnostic tools predict potential system failures, enhancing reliability 

and reducing downtime [6]. 

 

IoT integration allows seamless data transmission, providing detailed insights into riding conditions and 

user behavior. This information improves interface design and overall system performance, as demonstrated 

by systems like SEMS, which efficiently records trip data over long durations while avoiding limitations of 

traditional fixed-station monitoring methods [5]. 

 

Challenges and Limitations 

Technical Challenges 

The implementation of e-bike systems, particularly those incorporating open-source and open-hardware 

components, faces several technical challenges: 

 

Interoperability Issues 

 

1. Proprietary standards that limit integration [5]. 

2. Inconsistent sensor designs: Variability in sensor architecture complicates system standardization [6]. 

3. Communication protocol variations: Diverse wireless protocols hinder seamless data exchange [5]. 

4. Component compatibility concerns: Differences in hardware design create integration challenges [2]. 

 

Hardware Quality and Reliability 

1. Variable component quality in open hardware projects, particularly in monitoring systems [5] 

2. Durability concerns: Environmental conditions pose risks to battery and sensor longevity [6]. 

3. Integration and maintenance challenges: Modular systems often require significant adaptation efforts 

[4]. 

4. Performance consistency variations: E-bike models exhibit uneven performance due to design disparities 

[7]. 

 

System Integration Complexities 

1. Battery management system compatibility and performance measurement challenges [6] 
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2. Real-time data processing delays: Wireless systems face latency issues during data transmission [5]. 

3. Sensor integration challenges: Retrofitting existing bicycle frames with sensors can be complex [4]. 

4. Human-machine interface optimization: Customizing interfaces to cater to diverse user needs remains a 

challenge [1]. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 5: An open-source e-bike monitoring system's system architecture diagram showing how 

difficult it is to connect hardware parts, data collection systems, and communication protocols (based 

on Figures 6 and 7 in [5]). 

 

Regulatory and Safety Considerations 

The adoption of open hardware designs in e-bike systems presents significant regulatory and safety 

challenges, particularly in meeting varied international standards for electrically assisted bicycles. For 

example, European regulations specify that e-bikes must limit motor power to 250W, and assistance must 

cut out at 25 km/h [7], while other regions have different requirements: 

 

Safety Standards Compliance 

1. Certification requirements for electrical systems and battery safety: Ensuring compliance with 

certifications like IEC 62133 for lithium-ion batteries and system safety protocols for electrical 

components [1] 

2. Testing and validation protocols for power output and speed limitations: Adhering to standards for 

motor power and speed limits, as specified in international regulations for e-bikes [7]. 
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3. Risk assessment procedures for electrical and mechanical components: Detailed assessments to identify 

failure risks in battery systems, motor controllers, and structural components [6] 

 

User Safety Concerns 

1. System reliability verification: Continuous validation through system stress tests and performance 

evaluations under real-world conditions [5] 

2. Emergency response mechanisms: Incorporation of automatic motor cut-off and battery isolation during 

critical faults [6] 

3. User interface safety features: Simplified, intuitive controls that reduce operational errors [1] 

4. Fail-safe system implementation: Redundant design elements to prevent failures in critical operations, 

such as motor overdrive or power surges [2] 

 

Future Research Directions 

Several key areas require further investigation to advance e-bike technology: 

 

Technical Advancement Opportunities 

1. Enhanced battery monitoring and performance characterization systems: Advanced techniques to 

evaluate and optimize battery performance [6] 

2. Improved intelligent controller designs for motor efficiency: Innovations in controllers to enhance motor 

energy use and responsiveness [2] 

3. Advanced sensor integration and real-time data collection techniques: Development of integrated 

sensors for better data acquisition and analysis [5] 

4. Development of more robust wireless communication protocols for monitoring systems: Improved 

communication reliability in e-bike monitoring [5] 

 

Sustainability and Access 

1. Solar charging integration: Integrating solar charging with e-bike systems enhances energy 

independence through renewable sources [7] 

2. Renewable energy solutions: Adopting sustainable sources helps reduce dependence on conventional 

power systems [7]. 

3. Cost-effective, retrofittable solutions: Affordable upgrades for conventional bicycles to support wider 

adoption [4] 

 

User Experience Enhancement 

1. Personalized assistance algorithms: Algorithms that adapt to individual user preferences and riding 

styles [3] 

2. Improved human-machine interfaces: Intuitive interfaces tailored for diverse user groups [1] 

3. Enhanced safety features: User-friendly safety systems to minimize risk during operation [1] 

4. Adaptive learning systems: Systems capable of learning and adapting to user behavior over time [1] 

 

Conclusion 

The evolution of e-bike technology represents a significant advancement in sustainable urban mobility 

solutions. The synthesis of findings from this review demonstrates substantial progress in key areas: 

 

1. Improvements in battery systems and smart control: Better monitoring and control systems make energy 

use and performance better [6]; [3]. 
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2. Successful integration of IoT and biometric monitoring: Real-time data collection and biometric tracking 

enhance usability and safety [5] 

3. Development of user-centric, adaptable designs: Intuitive interfaces and safety features cater to diverse 

user needs [1]. 

4. Implementation of open-source and open-hardware solutions: Collaborative development drives 

innovation and accessibility [5] 

5. Positive environmental and economic impacts: Integrating renewable energy and affordable solutions 

supports e-bike adoption while reducing environmental and economic burdens [7]. 

 

Overcoming present challenges and leveraging new technologies can position e-bikes as essential for the 

future of urban mobility and environmental sustainability. With advancements in e-bike technology, their 

adoption is steadily rising, supported by expanding infrastructure, making them a key component of eco-

friendly transportation systems. 
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