
Volume 4 Issue 3                                                               @ 2018 IJIRCT | ISSN: 2454-5988 

IJIRCT2411060 International Journal of Innovative Research and Creative Technology (www.ijirct.org) 1 

 

An Overview of Role of English Literature in 

Education System 
 

Mohammed Sattar 
 

Assistant Professor 

Department of English, HPPC Government First Grade College, 

Challakere, Chitradurga district, Karnataka state, India. 

 

Abstract: 

The research aims to examine the significance of English literature within the primary and secondary 

school curricula across various countries. As technology evolves and other influences emerge, the future 

role of English literature remains uncertain. A study was conducted to gather educators' perspectives 

on the importance of English literature in education. The results indicate that, despite advancements in 

technology, educators continue to regard English literature as a vital component of the curriculum. 

Literature is acknowledged as a valuable educational tool; however, its effectiveness in teaching is not 

always clear or straightforward. This paper investigates how the strengths of literature can be leveraged 

to support language learners while addressing its limitations to achieve optimal outcomes in teaching 

English as a second language (ESL). 
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1. Introduction: 

In today's educational landscape, English literature is essential for students. Engaging with works by 

Shakespeare and other renowned authors enriches their understanding of the world and fosters emotional 

intelligence. Moreover, the study of these literary masterpieces is inherently fascinating. Mastery of English 

is crucial for academic success, and delving into English literature enhances language proficiency while 

igniting a passion for the subject. For instance, listening to music can introduce students to new vocabulary 

and phrases, reading articles can expand their knowledge of idioms, and watching films can provide insights 

into the cultures of English-speaking nations. Consequently, students are likely to find joy in learning English 

and refining their language skills. English literature stands out as a vital subject for students' futures, although 

it can present challenges, particularly due to the extensive reading and homework involved. This paper aims 

to offer practical advice to help students navigate their English literature studies successfully. 

Students today must be well-read and knowledgeable to thrive in the contemporary job market. Mastery of 

one's native language is no longer sufficient; the ability to analyze and discuss the works of renowned authors, 

as well as to grasp the historical and cultural contexts of these texts, is essential. Engaging with English 

literature not only cultivates these analytical skills but also fosters a deeper appreciation for the arts, enriching 

one's life beyond professional boundaries. 

It is widely accepted that an individual's contribution to society correlates with their educational attainment. 

In other words, education significantly influences how individuals perceive themselves and their 

surroundings. Furthermore, education is crucial for the development of a person's potential and abilities. The 

significance of education is evident in various ways; for instance, many nations enforce laws mandating 

school attendance until a specific age. This indicates that there are repercussions for failing to obtain an 
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education. In fact, some countries impose serious penalties for irregular school attendance or for not meeting 

educational requirements. 

Writing is often regarded as one of the most intricate forms of art, with many asserting that it cannot be 

effectively taught. Nevertheless, numerous esteemed educators and scholars argue that such claims are 

misleading. Their extensive dedication to exploring human communication and teaching methodologies has 

equipped them with valuable insights. A key objective of their work is to comprehend the most effective ways 

students learn, thereby enhancing their teaching practices. Significant research has been undertaken in this 

domain, leading to an unprecedented understanding of the English language. Some specialists contend that 

this exploration has also contributed to a deeper comprehension of the human mind and psyche. Below, we 

will examine some of the key discoveries in this area, but first, it is essential to consider the rationale behind 

these educational studies in English literature. 

 

2. Role of English Literature in Education: it’s components: 

In summary, the incorporation of English literature into educational curricula is essential for improving 

language proficiency, especially in reading comprehension and vocabulary development. Engaging with 

diverse literary texts cultivates critical reading skills, empowering students to derive deeper insights and 

analyze intricate concepts. Furthermore, the sophisticated language found in literature introduces students to 

an array of new words and phrases, broadening their vocabulary and enhancing their communication abilities. 

By refining these language skills, students acquire the essential tools for achieving academic excellence, 

fostering personal development, and communicating effectively in a variety of professional environments. 

a. Improving Language Proficiency:   

A major advantage of incorporating English literature into education is the substantial improvement of 

language proficiency. Engaging with literary texts allows students to encounter diverse writing styles, subtle 

linguistic details, and various narrative forms, all of which play a crucial role in advancing their language 

abilities. This discussion will focus on two essential elements of how English literature fosters language skills: 

reading comprehension and vocabulary growth. 

b. Development of Reading Comprehension:   

Interacting with literary works enhances critical reading abilities and the capacity to understand intricate 

concepts. English literature offers students a wide array of genres, such as novels, poetry, and drama, each 

characterized by distinct narrative styles and literary techniques. As students explore these works, they 

confront challenging vocabulary, symbolic imagery, and complex themes that demand thorough examination. 

This engagement sharpens their reading comprehension skills, empowering them to derive meaning, interpret 

underlying messages, and recognize the author's purpose. The practice of close reading and textual analysis 

within English literature enriches students' cognitive abilities, enabling them to connect with texts in a more 

meaningful and insightful manner. 

c. Vocabulary Development:   

English literature serves as a rich source of vocabulary, significantly enhancing students' language skills. 

Literary texts frequently utilize vivid and expressive language, presenting students with new words and 

phrases that go beyond typical daily usage. As students engage with a wide array of literary works, they come 

across unfamiliar terms, idiomatic expressions, and unique phrases, which they gradually incorporate into 

their vocabulary. This engagement not only expands their word bank but also provides them with a broader 

set of linguistic tools to articulate their thoughts and ideas more effectively. By encountering words in diverse 

contexts and grasping their subtle meanings, students cultivate a more refined and sophisticated understanding 

of the English language. 

 

 



Volume 4 Issue 3                                                               @ 2018 IJIRCT | ISSN: 2454-5988 

IJIRCT2411060 International Journal of Innovative Research and Creative Technology (www.ijirct.org) 3 

 

d. Cultural and Historical Significance:   

In addition to enhancing language proficiency, English literature possesses considerable cultural and historical 

importance within the educational sphere. Engaging with literary texts enables students to investigate various 

cultures, traditions, and historical backgrounds, providing essential perspectives and promoting a more 

comprehensive awareness of the global landscape. This section will examine two primary facets of the cultural 

and historical relevance of English literature: appreciating cultural diversity and examining historical contexts. 

e. Grasping Cultural Diversity:   

English literature includes a wide array of works from various regions, historical periods, and social 

backgrounds, offering students a valuable chance to delve into and value cultural diversity. Through literary 

exploration, students encounter a variety of narratives, characters, and settings that embody the experiences 

and viewpoints of different cultures and communities. This engagement with diverse cultural contexts expands 

their perspectives, enhances empathy, and cultivates a more profound understanding of the intricacies of 

human life. By interacting with literature from multiple cultures, students acquire knowledge about the 

customs, values, and social structures that influence societies, thereby fostering a deeper appreciation for the 

richness and variety of human cultures. 

f. Examining Historical Contexts in Literature:   

Literature acts as a portal to the past, allowing students to grasp historical events, societal challenges, and the 

progression of civilizations. Literary pieces are frequently shaped by the eras in which they were created, 

mirroring the social, political, and cultural environments of their time. By delving into English literature, 

students can investigate the historical backgrounds of these works, enhancing their understanding of the 

interplay between literature and history. Through the examination of themes, symbols, and characters, students 

can reveal the societal values, conflicts, and changes that defined various historical epochs. This investigation 

enables them to cultivate a sophisticated comprehension of how literature both mirrors and impacts the 

historical contexts from which it arises.   

In conclusion, the study of English literature within educational frameworks carries significant cultural and 

historical importance. It introduces students to a diverse array of literary works from various cultures, 

promoting an appreciation for cultural diversity. Additionally, literature serves as a gateway to historical 

contexts, offering insights into the social, political, and cultural dynamics of different eras. By engaging with 

literature in these frameworks, students enhance their critical thinking abilities, broaden their perspectives, 

and gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of human experiences throughout history and across. 

 

3. Conclusion: 

One of the key elements of education is the ability to engage with various forms of literature, particularly 

those that hold cultural significance and reflect the society we inhabit. While non-fiction has its place in the 

educational landscape, fiction offers a distinct experience. Through fiction, we construct mental images of the 

characters and settings presented to us. Words on a page transport us to unfamiliar realms, prompting our 

minds to forge a new reality from mere text. Mastering the art of reading literary fiction equips individuals 

with a valuable tool for exploring human nature and understanding how people respond in different 

circumstances. Learning to appreciate literary fiction can be advantageous for anyone, whether for personal 

enjoyment or as part of professional or academic pursuits. 
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