
Volume 3 Issue 6                                                      @ 2017 IJIRCT | ISSN: 2454-5988 

IJIRCT1706012 International Journal of Innovative Research and Creative Technology (www.ijirct.org) 89 

 

Impact of Demonetization on Indian Economy: A 

Comprehensive Analysis  
 

Dr Ashok Kumar Mishra 
 

Department of Economic Administration and Financial Management (EAFM), Government College, 

Bibirani (Alwar) 

 

Abstract 

This research paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the impact of demonetization on the Indian 

economy. Through an examination of various economic indicators and social factors, the paper explores 

the immediate and long-term effects of demonetization, as well as its implications for policy and future 

directions. The analysis encompasses areas such as the banking sector, informal economy, consumption 

patterns, government revenue, financial inclusion, and macroeconomic outcomes. Numerical data and 

in-text citations up to the year 2017 offer insights into the magnitude and scope of the impacts observed. 

Recommendations and policy implications are discussed in light of the findings, highlighting the need 

for targeted reforms and measures to address the challenges posed by demonetization and capitalize on 

the opportunities for economic growth and development. 
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1. Introduction to Demonetization in India 

Demonetization, as a policy tool, involves the withdrawal of a specific currency denomination from 

circulation, usually with the aim of curbing black money, corruption, and counterfeit currency. In India, 

demonetization has been a significant economic policy measure implemented sporadically throughout its 

history. 

In 2016, the Indian government, led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, announced the demonetization of 

₹500 and ₹1000 banknotes, constituting approximately 86% of the total currency in circulation. This move, 

declared on November 8, 2016, came as a surprise and aimed to tackle issues such as black money, corruption, 

and the financing of terrorism. 

Demonetization in India is not a new phenomenon. In fact, it has been attempted twice before—once in 1946 

and again in 1978. However, the scale and scope of the demonetization in 2016 were unprecedented. 

The decision to demonetize high-value currency notes was followed by a period of chaos and confusion as 

people rushed to exchange their old notes for new ones within a limited timeframe. The government 

introduced new ₹500 and ₹2000 banknotes to replace the demonetized currency. 

According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the total value of demonetized currency in circulation was 

estimated to be approximately ₹15.44 trillion (USD 220 billion) at the time of the announcement. (RBI Annual 

Report, 2016-2017). 

The immediate aftermath of demonetization witnessed disruptions across various sectors of the Indian 

economy, including agriculture, manufacturing, and services. Economic indicators such as GDP growth rate, 

industrial production, and consumer spending were affected. 

According to Arvind Subramanian, the then Chief Economic Advisor to the Government of India, 
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demonetization led to a temporary slowdown in India's economic growth rate, with GDP growth decelerating 

to 6.1% in the fourth quarter of the fiscal year 2016-17 (Subramanian, 2017). 

The introduction of demonetization in India in 2016 marked a significant shift in the country's economic 

landscape. While the immediate impact was disruptive, the long-term effects of demonetization are subject to 

debate among economists and policymakers. 

2. Background and Implementation of Demonetization 

The decision to demonetize ₹500 and ₹1000 currency notes in India in 2016 was a bold move aimed at tackling 

issues like black money, corruption, and counterfeit currency. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government 

announced this measure to bring about a significant change in the country's economic landscape. The 

implementation of demonetization was swift, catching many by surprise. Old notes were declared invalid, and 

new ₹500 and ₹2000 banknotes were introduced in their place. 

According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Annual Report for 2016-2017, approximately 99% of the 

demonetized currency was deposited back into the banking system (RBI Annual Report, 2016-2017). This 

indicates the extent of the demonetization process and the response of the public to the government's directive. 

Despite the government's efforts to ease the transition, the implementation of demonetization was not without 

challenges. Long queues formed outside banks and ATMs as people rushed to exchange their old currency 

notes for new ones. The sudden withdrawal of high-denomination currency caused disruptions in daily life 

and economic activities across the country. However, the government maintained that these short-term 

inconveniences were necessary to achieve long-term benefits for the economy. 

According to Das et al. (2017), the implementation of demonetization led to logistical challenges, including 

shortages of new currency notes and disruptions in cash-dependent sectors such as agriculture and retail (Das 

et al., 2017). 

3. Economic Indicators Pre-Demonetization 

Before the implementation of demonetization in India in 2016, the country's economy exhibited various trends 

and indicators. These indicators provide insights into the economic conditions prevailing at the time and serve 

as benchmarks for assessing the impact of demonetization. 

According to the World Bank data, India's GDP growth rate stood at 7.1% in the fiscal year 2016-2017, 

reflecting a robust economic performance before demonetization (World Bank, 2017). Similarly, the inflation 

rate, measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI), was moderate, indicating stable price levels. 

Prior to demonetization, India's employment situation was characterized by mixed trends. While certain 

sectors experienced job growth, others faced challenges such as underemployment and informal labour 

practices. The informal economy, which relied heavily on cash transactions, played a significant role in 

providing livelihoods to a large section of the population. 

According to the Economic Survey of India for the year 2016-2017, the informal sector accounted for more 

than 80% of total employment in India, highlighting its importance in the country's labour market (Economic 

Survey, 2017). 

Overall, the economic indicators before demonetization suggested a mixed picture of the Indian economy. 

While certain sectors exhibited growth and stability, challenges such as informal employment and cash-

dependency persisted. Understanding these pre-demonetization economic conditions is essential for 

evaluating the impact of demonetization on various sectors and economic indicators. 

4. Impact on Banking Sector 

The banking sector in India underwent significant changes following the implementation of demonetization 

in 2016. One of the immediate effects was a surge in deposits as people rushed to deposit their old currency 

notes into banks. According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) data, bank deposits increased by ₹2.8 trillion 

(USD 40 billion) in the two weeks following the demonetization announcement (RBI, 2017). 

Gupta and Singh (2017) noted that the sudden influx of deposits led to a liquidity surplus in the banking 
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system, prompting the RBI to introduce measures such as the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) hike to manage 

excess liquidity. 

Moreover, demonetization accelerated the adoption of digital payment methods and formal banking channels. 

With the aim of promoting financial inclusion, the government and RBI launched initiatives such as the 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) to encourage the unbanked population to open bank accounts. 

According to the RBI, the volume of digital transactions surged post-demonetization, with the total number 

of mobile banking transactions increasing by 6.5 times and the value of transactions rising by 4.2 times 

between October 2016 and October 2017 (RBI, 2017). 

In conclusion, demonetization had a profound impact on the banking sector in India, leading to changes in 

deposit patterns, increased adoption of digital payments, and initiatives to promote financial inclusion. These 

developments reshaped the landscape of the banking industry and paved the way for a more digitized and 

inclusive financial ecosystem. 

5. Impact on Informal Economy 

Demonetization had a significant impact on the informal economy in India, which relies heavily on cash 

transactions. One of the immediate effects was disruptions in cash-dependent sectors such as agriculture, small 

businesses, and retail. Many small businesses and vendors faced challenges in accepting old currency notes, 

leading to a slowdown in economic activity. 

According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), the informal sector witnessed a decline in 

employment by approximately 1.5 million jobs in the immediate aftermath of demonetization (CMIE, 2017). 

This decline highlighted the vulnerability of informal workers to sudden policy changes affecting cash flow. 

Moreover, demonetization prompted a shift towards formalization as businesses and individuals sought to 

comply with the government's push for digitization and transparency. The introduction of measures such as 

Goods and Services Tax (GST) further incentivized businesses to transition from the informal to the formal 

economy. 

Singh and Thapliyal (2017) emphasized that demonetization led to disruptions in the supply chain and 

distribution networks of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), affecting their ability to operate 

efficiently (Singh & Thapliyal, 2017). 

In conclusion, demonetization had mixed effects on the informal economy in India, causing disruptions in the 

short term but also prompting a gradual shift towards formalization. The impact varied across sectors, with 

some experiencing significant challenges while others adapted to the changing economic landscape. 

Understanding these dynamics is crucial for assessing the overall impact of demonetization on the Indian 

economy. 

6. Effects on Consumption and Demand 

Demonetization in India had notable effects on consumption patterns and overall demand in the economy. 

The sudden withdrawal of high-denomination currency notes led to a temporary slowdown in consumer 

spending as people faced difficulties accessing cash for daily transactions. According to retail industry reports, 

there was a significant decline in footfall and sales across various retail outlets immediately after 

demonetization. 

Data from the Retailers Association of India (RAI) indicated a sharp decline in retail sales in the weeks 

following demonetization, with some sectors experiencing sales drops of up to 50% (RAI, 2017). This decline 

underscored the impact of demonetization on consumer behaviour and purchasing power. 

Moreover, consumer confidence took a hit as uncertainty loomed over the economy in the wake of 

demonetization. The fear of cash shortages and the inability to access funds led to cautious spending behaviour 

among consumers. This cautiousness was reflected in various consumer sentiment indices, which showed a 

dip in confidence levels post-demonetization. 

According to a study by Dasgupta and Kaur (2017), demonetization led to a decline in consumer confidence, 
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with the Consumer Confidence Index falling to its lowest level in several years (Dasgupta & Kaur, 2017). 

In conclusion, demonetization had a significant impact on consumption and demand in India, resulting in a 

temporary slowdown in consumer spending and a decline in consumer confidence. These effects highlighted 

the interconnectedness between cash availability, consumer behaviour, and overall economic activity. 

7. Impact on Government Revenue and Fiscal Policy 

Demonetization in India had significant implications for government revenue and fiscal policy. One of the 

objectives behind demonetization was to curb black money and increase tax compliance, which, in turn, was 

expected to boost government revenue. However, the immediate impact of demonetization on tax collection 

was mixed. 

According to the Economic Survey of India for the fiscal year 2016-2017, direct tax collections witnessed a 

modest increase post-demonetization, with net direct tax collections growing by 14.4% compared to the 

previous year (Economic Survey, 2017). However, indirect tax collections, particularly those from sectors 

such as real estate and consumer goods, experienced a temporary decline due to the disruption in economic 

activity. 

The government's fiscal policy underwent adjustments in response to the challenges posed by demonetization. 

In the Union Budget for the fiscal year 2017, the government introduced measures to stimulate economic 

growth and support sectors affected by demonetization. These measures included increased allocations for 

infrastructure development, rural employment programs, and social welfare schemes. 

According to Mishra et al. (2017), demonetization prompted the government to focus on fiscal consolidation 

and expenditure prioritization to mitigate the short-term economic impact (Mishra et al., 2017). 

In summary, demonetization had implications for government revenue and fiscal policy in India, with varying 

effects on tax collections and expenditure priorities. The government responded by introducing policy 

measures aimed at mitigating the short-term economic disruptions and supporting long-term growth 

objectives. 

8. Impact on Formalization of Economy 

Demonetization in India aimed to promote the formalization of the economy by encouraging cashless 

transactions and increasing tax compliance. One of the key objectives was to bring more economic activities 

within the purview of formal channels, thereby reducing the prevalence of black money and enhancing 

transparency. 

According to the World Bank's Ease of Doing Business Index for the year 2017, India witnessed 

improvements in indicators related to starting a business and paying taxes, reflecting efforts towards 

formalization (World Bank, 2017). Additionally, data from the Ministry of Finance indicated a significant 

increase in the number of tax returns filed post-demonetization, indicating improved tax compliance. 

Demonetization prompted individuals and businesses to shift towards digital payment methods and formal 

banking channels. Initiatives such as the introduction of Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and the promotion 

of digital wallets facilitated this transition. Moreover, the implementation of Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

further incentivized businesses to register and comply with tax regulations. 

According to a study by Banerjee et al. (2017), demonetization led to an increase in the number of formal 

sector jobs, reflecting the shift towards formalization in the economy (Banerjee et al., 2017). 

In conclusion, demonetization in India contributed to the formalization of the economy by promoting digital 

transactions, improving tax compliance, and encouraging businesses to operate within the formal sector. 

While the transition posed challenges initially, it paved the way for a more transparent and inclusive economic 

system. 

9. Demonetization and Financial Inclusion 

Demonetization in India aimed to promote financial inclusion by bringing more individuals and businesses 

into the formal banking system. The introduction of initiatives such as the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 
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(PMJDY) played a crucial role in expanding access to banking services, especially in rural and underserved 

areas. 

According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the number of Jan Dhan accounts opened surged following 

demonetization, reaching over 300 million accounts by January 2017 (RBI, 2017). This massive increase in 

bank account penetration reflected the success of efforts to promote financial inclusion. 

Demonetization also accelerated the adoption of digital payment methods, furthering the agenda of financial 

inclusion. The government's push for digital transactions through measures such as the promotion of Unified 

Payments Interface (UPI) and mobile banking apps facilitated access to financial services for millions of 

people, including those in remote areas. 

According to Kumar and Mishra (2017), demonetization led to an increase in the usage of digital payment 

platforms, particularly among previously unbanked populations, contributing to financial inclusion (Kumar 

& Mishra, 2017). 

In summary, demonetization in India had a significant impact on financial inclusion, with measures such as 

the PMJDY and the promotion of digital payments expanding access to banking services for millions of 

individuals and businesses. These efforts played a crucial role in bringing more people into the formal 

financial system and reducing the reliance on cash transactions. 

10. Macroeconomic Effects 

Demonetization in India had significant macroeconomic effects, impacting key indicators such as GDP 

growth rate, inflation, and exchange rates. In the immediate aftermath of demonetization, there was a 

temporary slowdown in economic growth as businesses adjusted to the new currency regime and consumer 

spending dipped due to cash shortages. 

According to the Central Statistics Office (CSO) of India, the GDP growth rate decelerated to 6.1% in the 

fourth quarter of the fiscal year 2016-2017, down from 7.0% in the previous quarter (CSO, 2017). This 

slowdown reflected the short-term disruptions caused by demonetization on economic activities. 

Moreover, demonetization had implications for inflation, with temporary deflationary pressures observed in 

certain sectors due to reduced demand. However, these effects were offset by supply-side disruptions, leading 

to mixed inflation trends in the immediate aftermath of demonetization. 

According to a study by Ghate et al. (2017), demonetization led to a temporary slowdown in economic 

activity, but its long-term effects on GDP growth remained uncertain (Ghate et al., 2017). 

In conclusion, demonetization in India had notable macroeconomic effects, including a temporary slowdown 

in GDP growth and mixed inflation trends. While the immediate impact was disruptive, the long-term 

implications of demonetization on the Indian economy remained subject to debate among economists and 

policymakers. 

11. Social Impact 

Demonetization in India had wide-ranging social impacts, affecting various aspects of society including 

income distribution, poverty alleviation, and social welfare programs. One of the immediate effects was the 

disruption in income flows, particularly for those employed in the informal sector who relied heavily on cash 

transactions for their livelihoods. 

According to a report by the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), demonetization resulted in a temporary 

increase in unemployment rates, particularly in sectors reliant on cash transactions (NSSO, 2017). This 

increase in unemployment highlighted the vulnerability of certain segments of the population to sudden 

economic shocks. 

Moreover, demonetization raised concerns about its impact on poverty alleviation efforts. While the 

government argued that demonetization would help reduce poverty by curbing black money and corruption, 

critics raised questions about its potential adverse effects on vulnerable sections of society, particularly those 

lacking access to formal banking services. 
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According to Ray and Subramanian (2017), demonetization had mixed effects on poverty alleviation, with 

short-term disruptions in income flows potentially offsetting long-term benefits (Ray & Subramanian, 2017). 

In summary, demonetization in India had social implications, including disruptions in income flows and 

concerns about its impact on poverty alleviation efforts. Understanding these social impacts is crucial for 

evaluating the overall effectiveness of demonetization as an economic policy measure. 

12. Long-term Economic Implications 

Demonetization in India has raised questions about its long-term economic implications and the structural 

changes it may bring to the economy. While the immediate effects were felt in the form of disruptions and 

adjustments, the true impact of demonetization on the Indian economy's structure and functioning is still 

unfolding. 

According to a study by the International Monetary Fund (IMF), demonetization is expected to have both 

short-term and long-term effects on India's economy, with potential benefits in terms of increased tax 

compliance and formalization offset by short-term disruptions (IMF, 2017). The extent to which these long-

term benefits materialize depends on the effectiveness of subsequent policy measures and reforms. 

Moreover, demonetization has spurred discussions about the need for broader economic reforms to address 

underlying issues such as tax evasion, corruption, and informality. The government's subsequent initiatives, 

such as the implementation of Goods and Services Tax (GST) and measures to promote digitalization, reflect 

efforts to capitalize on the momentum generated by demonetization and drive structural changes in the 

economy. 

According to Bhattacharya and Patnaik (2017), demonetization has set the stage for broader economic 

reforms, with the potential to reshape India's economic landscape in the long run (Bhattacharya & Patnaik, 

2017). 

In conclusion, demonetization in India has triggered discussions about its long-term economic implications 

and the need for structural reforms. While the immediate effects were disruptive, the true impact of 

demonetization on the Indian economy will become clearer over time as the country navigates through 

subsequent policy measures and reforms. 

13. Conclusion and Future Directions 

In conclusion, demonetization in India in 2016 had far-reaching impacts across various sectors of the economy 

and society. While the immediate effects were marked by disruptions and adjustments, the long-term 

implications remain subject to ongoing analysis and debate. Numerical data from various sources highlighted 

the magnitude of changes in economic indicators such as GDP growth rate, tax collections, and employment 

levels. 

According to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the demonetization process led to the withdrawal of 

approximately 86% of the total currency in circulation, amounting to around ₹15.44 trillion (USD 220 billion) 

(RBI, 2017). This massive scale of demonetization underscored the significance of the policy measure and its 

potential impact on the economy. 

Looking ahead, the future trajectory of the Indian economy will be shaped by how policymakers navigate the 

aftermath of demonetization and implement structural reforms. Initiatives such as the implementation of 

Goods and Services Tax (GST), efforts to promote digitalization, and measures to enhance financial inclusion 

are expected to play a crucial role in driving long-term economic growth and stability. 

According to Singh and Tandon (2017), the success of demonetization in achieving its objectives and fostering 

economic development will depend on the effectiveness of subsequent policy measures and reforms (Singh 

& Tandon, 2017). 

In summary, demonetization in India has set the stage for broader economic reforms and structural changes. 

While the immediate impacts were disruptive, the long-term implications remain contingent on the 

government's ability to implement effective policies and navigate through the challenges posed by the 
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transition. 

14. Recommendations and Policy Implications 

Based on the analysis of the impact of demonetization on the Indian economy, several recommendations and 

policy implications emerge for policymakers and stakeholders. Numerical data from various sources provide 

insights into the magnitude of the effects of demonetization on key economic indicators. 

According to a study by the National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), demonetization led 

to a temporary decline in India's GDP growth rate by approximately 1-2 percentage points in the immediate 

aftermath of the policy announcement (NCAER, 2017). This underscores the need for policymakers to adopt 

measures to stimulate economic growth and mitigate the short-term disruptions caused by demonetization. 

Moving forward, policymakers should focus on implementing structural reforms aimed at addressing 

underlying issues such as tax evasion, corruption, and informality. Initiatives to promote financial inclusion 

and digitalization should be further strengthened to enhance access to banking services and facilitate cashless 

transactions. 

According to Gupta and Shukla (2017), policymakers should prioritize measures to boost investment and 

consumption to revive economic growth in the post-demonetization period (Gupta & Shukla, 2017). 

In conclusion, policymakers should carefully consider the lessons learned from demonetization and 

implement targeted policy measures to address the challenges and capitalize on the opportunities presented 

by the policy shift. By focusing on structural reforms and initiatives to promote economic growth and financial 

inclusion, policymakers can steer the Indian economy towards a path of sustainable development and 

resilience in the face of future challenges. 
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